118                ILLUSIONS OF PERCEPTION.

The Hallucinations of Insanity.

The hallucinations of the insane are but a fuller
manifestation of forces that we see at work in normal
life. Their characteristic is that they simulate the form
of distinctly present objects, the existence of which is
not instantly contradicted by the actual surroundings
of the moment.1 The hallucinations have their origin
partly in subjective sensations, which are probably
connected with peripheral disturbances, partly and
principally in central derangements.2 These include
profound emotional changes, which affect the ruling
mental tone, and exert a powerful influence on the
course of the mental images. The hallucinations of
insanity are due to a projection of mental images
which have, owing to certain circumstances, gained a
preternatural persistence and vividness. Sometimes it
is the images that have been dwelt on with passionate
longing before the disease, sometimes those which have
grown most.habitual through the mode of daily occupa-

results in the next number of Mind. The liability of children to take
images for percepts, is illustrated by the experiences related in a
curious little work, Visions, by E. H. Clarke, M.D. (Boston, U.S.,
1878), pp. 17, 4G, and 212.

1  A common way of describing the relation of the hallucinatory to
real objects, is to say that the former appear partly to cover and hide
the latter.

2  Griesinger remarks that the forms of the hallucinations of the
insane rarely depend on sense-disturbances alone.   Though these are
often the starting-point, it is the whole mental complexion of -the
time which gives the direction to the imagination.   The common
experience of seeing rats and mice running about during a fit of
delirium tremens very well illustrates the co-operation of peripheral
impressions not usually attended to, and possibly magnified by the
morbid state of sensibility of the time (in this case flying spots, muscse
volitantes), with emotional conditions.   (See Gricsinger, loc. cit., p. 96.>